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The Ballot or the Bullet
~ Malcolm X
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The question tonight, as | understand it, is “The Negro Revolt, and
Where Do We Go From Here?” or “What Next?” In my little humble
way of understanding it, it points toward either the ballot or the bullet.

* % K

I'm nort a politician, not even a student of politics; in fact, 'mnot a

" student of much of anything. 'm not a Democrat, 'm nota Republican,

and I don’t even consider myself an American. If you and I were
Americans, there’d be no problem. Those Hunkies that just got off the
boat, they’re alteady Americans; Polacks are already Americans; the
Italian refugees are already Americans. Everything that came out of
Europe, every blue-eyed thing, is already an American. And as long as
you and | have been over here, we aren’t Americans yet.

‘Well, I am one who doesn’t believe in deluding myself. 'm not
going to sit at your table and watch you eat, with nothing on my plate,
and call myself a diner. Sitting at the table doesn’t make you a diner,
unless you eat some of what’s on that plate. Being here in America
doesn’t make you an American. Why, if birth made you American, you
wouldn’t need any legislation, you wouldn’t need any amendments to
the Constitution, you wouldn't be faced with civil-rights filibustering in
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Washington, D.C., right now. They don’t have to pass civil-rights
legislation to make a Polack an American.

No, 'm not an American. I'm one of the 22 million black people
who are the victims of Americanism. One of the 22 million black
people who are the victims of democracy, nothing but disguised hypoc-
risy. So, ’m not standing here speaking to you as an American, or a
patriot, or a flag-saluter, or a flag-waver-—no, not I. I'm speaking as a
victim of this American dream system. And I see America through the
eyes of the victim. I don’t see any American dream; I see an American
nightmare.

* % %

When we begin to get in this area, we need new friends, we need
new allies. We need to expand the civil-rights struggle to a higher
Jevel—to the level of human rights. Whenever you areina civil-rights
struggle, whether you know it or not, you are confining yourself to the
jurisdiction of Uncle Sam. No one from the outside world can speak
out in your behalf as long as your struggle is a civil-rights struggle. Civil
rights comes within the domestic affairs of this country. All of our
African brothers and our Asian brothers and our Latin-Arerican
brothers cannot open their mouths and interfere in the domestic affairs
of the United States. And as long as it’s civil rights, this comes under the
jurisdiction of Uncle Sam.

But the United Nations has what’s known as the charter of human
rights, it has a committee that deals in human rights. You may wonder
why all of the atrocities that have been committed in Africa and in
Hungary and in Asia and in Latin America are brought before the UN,
and the Negro problem is never brought before the UN. This is part of
the conspiracy. This old, tricky, blue-eyed liberal who is supposed to be
your and my friend, supposed to be in our corner, supposed to be
subsidizing our struggle, and supposed to be acting in the capacity of ar
adviser, never tells you anything about human rights. They keep you
wrapped up in civil rights. And you spend so much time barking up the
civil-rights tree, you don’t even know there’s a human-rights tree on the
same floor. ,

When you expand the civil-rights struggle to the level of humar
rights, you can then take the case of the black man in this country befor
the nations in the UN. You can take it before the General Assembly
You can take Uncle Sam before a world court. But the only level yor
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can do it on is the level of human rights. Civil rights keeps you under his
restrictions, under his jurisdiction. Civil rights keeps you in his pocket.
Civil rights means you’re asking Uncle Sam to treat you right. Human
rights are the rights that are recognized by all nations of this earth. And
any time any one violates your human rights, you can rake them to the
world court. Uncle Sam’s hands are dripping with blood, dripping with
the blood of the black man in this country. He’s the earth’s nurnber-one
hypocrite. He has the audacity—yes, he has—imagine him posing as the
leader of the free world. The free world!l—and you over here singing
«\We Shall Overcome.” Expand the civil-rights struggle tothe level of
human rights, take it into the United Nations, where our African
brothers can throw their weight on our side, where our Latin-American
brothers can throw their weight on our side, and where 800 million
Chinamen are sitting there waiting to throw their weight on our side.

Let the world know how bloody his hands are. Let the world know
the hypocrisy that’s practiced over here. Let it be the ballot or the
bullet. Let him know that it must be the ballot or the bullet.

When you take your case to Washington, D.C., you're takingitto
the criminal who's responsible; it’s like running from the wolf to the
fox. They're all in cahoots together. They all work political chicanery
and make you look like a chump before the eyes of the world. Here you
are walking around in America, getting ready to be drafted and sent
abroad, like a tin soldier, and when you get over there, people ask you

what you are fighting for, and you have to stick your tongue in yourt
cheek. No, take Uncle Sam to court, rake him before the world.

By ballot I only mean freedom. Don’t you know—1 disagree with
Lomax on this issue—that ¢the ballot is more important than the dollar?
Can]proveit! Yes. Look in the UN. Thereare poor nations in the UN;
yet those poOT nAtions can ger together with their voting power and
keep the rich nations from making a move. They have one nation—one
vote, everyone has ‘an equal vote. And when those brothers from Asta,
and Africa and the darker parts of this earth get together, their voting
power is sufficient to hold Sam in check. Or Russiain check. Or some

A other section of the earth in check. So, the ballot is most important. ses
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2v, The political philosophy of black nationalism means that the black
man should control the politics and the politicians in his own COMMURItY;
no more. The black man in the black community has to be re-educated
into the science of politics s0 he will know what politics is supposed to
bring him in return. Don’t be throwing out any ballots. A ballotislikea

* bullet. You don’t throw your batlots until you see a target, and if that

target is not within your reach, keep your batlot in your pocket. The
get 18 RO T 1l nationalism is being taughtin the Christian

P

meetings. It's being raught in SNCC [Student Nonviolent CoGis
Committee ) meetings. 1t’s being taught in Muslim meetings. It's Beo

taught where nothing but atheists and agnostics come together. 1t's™_

being taught everywhere. Black people are fed up with the dillydallying,

" pussyfooting, compromising approach that we've been using toward

getting our freedom. Wewant freedomnow, but we'renot going to get it
saying “We Shall Overcome.” We've got 1O fight until we overcome.
The economic philosophy of black nationalism is pure and simpte. It
only means that we should control the economy of our community. Why
should white people be running all the stores in our community’

Why should white people be running the banks of our com-
munity? Why should the economy of our community be in the hands of
the white man? If a black man can’t move his store into 2 white
community, you should tell me why a white man should move his store
into a black community. The philosophy of black nationalism involves
are-education program in the black community in regards to eCONOMICS.
Our people have to be made to see that any time you take your dollar
ouit of your community and spend it in a community where you don't
live, the community where you Jive will will get poorer and poorer, and
the community where you spend your money will get richer and richer.
Then you wonder why where you live is always a ghetto or a slum area.
And where you and | are concerned, not only do we lose it when we
spend it out of the community, but the white man has got all our stores
in the community tied up; so that though we spend it in the community,
at sundown the man who runs the store takes it over across tOwn
somewhere. He’s got us in a vise. _

So the economic philosophy of black nationalism means in every
church, in every civic organization, in every fraternal order, it’s time
now for our people to become conscious of the importance of controtling
the economy of our community. 1f we own the stores, if we operate the
businesses, if we try and establish some industry in our Own community,
then we're developing to the position where weare ct eating employment
for our own kind. Once you gain control of the economy of your own
community, then you don't have to picket and boycott and beg some
cracker downtown for a job in his business.

The social philosophy of black nationalism only means that we
have to get together and remove the evils, and vices, alcoholism, drug
addiction, and other evils that are destroying the moral fiber of our
community. We ourselves have to lift the level of our community, the
standard of our community to 2 higher level, make our own society
beautiful so that we will be satisfied in our own social circles and won’t
be running around here trying to knock our way into a social circle
where we're not wanted.




Last but not least, I must say this concerning the great controversy
over rifles and shotguns. The only thing that I've ever said is that in areas
where the government has proven itself either unwilling or unable to
defend the lives and the property of Negroes, it’s time for Negroes to

defend themselves. Article number two of the constitutional amendments
provides you and me the right to own a rifle or a shotgun. It is
constitutionally legal to own a shotgun or arifle. This doesn’t mean that
you're going to get a rifle and form battalions and go out looking for
white folks, although you’d be within your rights—I mean, you’d be
justified; but that would be illegal and we don’t do anything illegal. If the
white man doesn’t want the black man buying rifles and shotguns, then
let the government do its job. That’s all. And dor’t let the white man
come to you and ask you what you think about what Malcolm says—why,
you old Uncle Tom. He would never ask you if he thought you were
going to say, "‘Amen!”’ No, he is making a Tom out of you.

So, this doesn’t mean forming rifle clubs and going out looking for

people, but it is time, in 1964, if you are a man, to let that man know. If

he’s not going to do his job in running the government and providing
“you and me with the protection that our taxes are supposed to be for,
since he spends all those billions for his defense budget, he certainly
can’t begrudge you and me spending $12 or $15 for a single-shot, or
double-action. T hope you understand. Don’t go out shooting people,
but any time, brothers and sisters, and especially the men in this
audience—some of you wearing Congressional Medals of Honor, with

shoulders this wide, chests this big, muscles that big—any time youand
[ sit around and read where they bomb a church and murder in cold
blood, not some grownups, but four little girls while they were praying
to the same god the white man taught them to pray to, and you and I see

the government go down and can'’t find who did it.

Why, this man—he can find Eichmann hiding down in Argentina
somewhere. Let two or three American soldiers, who are minding
somebody else’s business way over in South Vietnarm, get killed, and
he'll send battleships, sticking his nose in their business. He wanted to
send troops down to Cuba and make them have when he calls free
elections—rhis old cracker who.doesn’t have free elections in his own
country. No, if you never see me another time in your life, if I die in the
morning, I'll die saying one thing: the ballot or the bullet, the ballot or

the bullet.

If a Negro in 1964 has to sit around and wait for some cracker
senator to filibuster when it comes to the rights of black people, wh
you and I should hang our heads in shame. You talk about a Emmnr OM“
dQ.mmEumﬂon in 1963, you haven’t seen anything. There’s some more
going down in ’64. And this time they’re not going like they went Jast
yvear. They’re not going singing ““We Shall Overcome.” They’re not

going with white friends. They're not going with placards already
painted for them. They’re not going with round-trip tickets. They're
going with one-way tickets.

And if they don’t want that non-violent army going down there
tell them to bring the filibuster to a halt. The black nationalists m_.mb,m
goingto wait. Lyndon B. Johnson is the head of the Democratic Party. If
he’s for civil rights, let him go into the Senate next week and declare
himself. Let him go in there right now and declare himself. Let himgo in
there and denounce the Southern branch of his party. Let him go in
there right now and take a moral stand—right now, not later. Tell him,
don't wait until election time. If he waits too long, brothers and sisters,
he will be responsible for letting a condition develop in this country
which will create a climate thar will bring seeds up out of the ground
with vegetation on the end of them looking like something these people
never dreamed of. In 1964, it’s the ballot or the bullet. Thank you.
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