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3. African American Testimony on the Aftermath
of Enslavement, 1866

Question. Where do you live?

Answer. Hampton, Virginia. . . .

Question. How do the rebels down there, about
Hampton, treat the colored people?

Answer. The returned rebels express a desire to
get along in peace if they can. There have been a few
outrages out upon the roadside there. One of the re-
turned Union colored soldiers was met out there and
beaten very much.

Question. By whom was he beaten?

Answer. It was said they were rebels; they had on
Union overcoats, but they were not United States sol-
diers. Occasionally we hear of an outrage of that
kind, but there are none in the little village whete 1
live.

Question. What appears to be the feeling gener-
ally of-the returned rebels towards the freedmen; is it
kind or unkind? _

Answer. Well, the feeling that they manifest as a
general thing is kind, so far as I have heard.

Question. Are they willing to pay the freedmen
fair wages for their work?

Answer. No, sir; they are not willing to pay the
freedmen more than from five to eight dollars a
month.

Question. Do you think that their labor is worth
more than that generally?

Answer. | do, sir; because, just at this time, every-
thing is very dear, and I do not see how people can
live and support their families on those wages.

Question. State whetber the black people down
there are anxious to go to school?
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Answer. Yes, sir; they are anxious to go to
school; we have schools there every day that are very
well filled; and we have night schools that are very
well attended, both by children and aged people; they
manifest a great desire for education. . . .

Question. How do you feel about leaving the
State of Virginia and going off and residing as a com-
munity somewhere else?

Answer. They do not wish to leave and go any-

* where else unless they are certain that the locality

where they are going is healthy and that they can get
along,.

Quaestion. Are they not willing to be sent back to
Africa?

Answer. No, sir,

Question. Why not?

Answer. They say that they have lived here all
their days, and there were stringent laws made to
keep them here; and that if they could live here con-
tented as slaves, they can live here when free.

Question. Do you not think that to be a very ab-
surd notion?

Amnswer. No, sir; if we can get lands here and can
work and support ourselves, I do not see why we
should go to any place that we do not want to go to.

Question. If you should stay here, is there not
danger that the whites and blacks would intermarry -
and amalgamate?

Answer. 1 do not think there is any more danger
now than there was when slavery existed. At that
time there was a good deal of amalgamation.
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