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' 3. The Radical Republicans Take a Hard Line (1866)

| After weeks of testimony, the Joint Committee on Reconstruction made its report. With

- only three Democrats among iis fifteen. members, and dominated by the imperious
k. radical Republican views on Reconsiruc-
tion policy. What were its principal conclusions? In the Hight of the evidence broviiea

B

A claim for the immediate admission of senators and representatives from the
so-called Confederate States has been urged, which seems to your committee not to
be founded either in reason or in law, and which cannot be passed without com-
ment. Stated in a few words, it amounts to this: That inasmuch as the lately insurgent
States had no legal right to separate themselves from the Union, they still retain their
position as States, and consequently the people thereof have a right to immediate
representation in Congress without the interposition of any conditions whatever. , . .
It has even been contended that until such admission all legislation affecting their
interests is, if not unconstitutional, at least unjustifiable and oppressive,

It is believed by your Committee that these propositions are not only wholly
untenable, but, if admitted, would tend to the destruction of the government. . . . It
cannot, we think, be denied that the war thus waged was a civil war of the greatest
magnitude. The people waging it wete necessarily subject to all the rules which, by
the law of nations, control a contest of that character, and to all the legitimate con-
sequences following it. One of these consequences was that, within the limits pre-
scribed by humanity, the conquered rebels were at the mercy of the coﬂquero_rs. .

It is moreover contended . . . that from the peculiar nature and character of our
government . . . from the moment rebellion lays down its arms and actual hostilities
cease all political rights of rebellious communities are at once restored; that because
the people of a state of the Union were once an organized community within the
Union, they necessarily so remain, and their tight to be represented in Congress at
any and all times, and to participate in the government of the country under all cit-
cumstances, admits of neither question nor dispute. If this is indeed true, then is the
- government of the United States powerless for its own protection, and flagrant re-

bellion, carried to the extreme of civil war, is a pastime which any state may play at,
. not only certain that it can lose nothing in any event, but may even be the gainer by
defeat? :
It is the opinion of your comimittee—
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L. That the States lately in rebellion were, at the close of the war, disorganized
communities, without civil government, and without constitutions or other forms, by
virtue of which political relation could legally exist between them and the federal
government. '

II. That Congress cannot be expeected to recognize as valid the election of rep-
resentatives from disorganized communities, which, from the very nature of the
case, were unable to present their claim to representation under those established
and recognized rules, the observance of which has been hitherto required.

IIL. That Congress would not be justified in admitting such communities to a

. participation in the government of the country without first providing such consti-
tutional or other guarantees as will tend to secure the civil rights of all citizens of the
republic; a just equality of representation; protection against claims founded in re-
bellion and crime; 2 temporaty restoration of the right of suffrage to those who have
not actively participated in the efforts to destroy the Union and overthrow the gov-
ernment, and the exclusion from position. of public trust of, at least, a-portion -of -

€ enemies of the Union, and unworthy
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“those Whosé™ ¢Hmes iave proved the

of public confidence, . . :

The necessity of providing adequate safeguards for the future, before restoring

the insurrectionary States to a participation in the direction of public affairs, is ap-

parent from the bitter hostility to the government and people of the United States
yet existing throughout the conquered territory. . . .

The conclusion of your committee therefore is, that the so-called Confederate

States are not, at present, entitled to representation’in the Congress of the United
States. . . . -
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