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Excerpts from William Jennings Bryan- ’s “Cross of Gold” speech
Delivered at the 1896 Democratic National Convention

“...We say to you that you have made too limited i its application the definition
of a businessman. The man who is employed for wages is as much a businessman
as his employer. The attorney in a country town is as much a businessman as the
corporation counsel in a great metropolis. The merchant at the crossroads store is
as much a businessman as the merchant of New York. The farmer who goes forth
in the morning and toils all day, begins in the sprintg and toils all summer, and by
the application of brain and muscle to the natural resources of this country creates
wealth, is as much a businessman as the man who goes upon the Board of Trade
and bets upon the price of grain. The miners who go 1,000 feet into the earth or
climb 2,000 feet upon the cliffs and bring forth from their hiding places the
precious metals to be poured in the channels of trade are as much businessmen as
the few financial magnates who in a backroom corner the money of the world.

We come to speak for this broader class of businessmen. Ah. my friends, we say
not one word against those who live upon the Atlantic Coast; but those hardy
pioneers who braved all the dangers of the wildemess, who have made the desert
to blossom as the rose—those pioneers away out there, rearing their children near
to nature’s heart, where they can mingle their voices with the voices of the
birds—out there where they have erected schoolhouses for the education of their
children and churches where they praise their Creator, and the cemeteries where
sleep the ashes of their dead—are as deserving of the consideration of this party
as any people in this country...

% There are two ideas of government. There are those who believe that if you just
legislate to make the well-to-do prosperous, that their prosperity will leak through
on those below. The Democratic idea has been that if you legislate to make the
masses prosperous their prosperity will find its way up and through every class

that rests upon it. :

You come to us and tell us that the great cities are in favor of the gold standard. 1
tell you that the preat cities rest upon these broad and fertile prairies. Burn down
your cities and leave our farms, and your cities will spring up again as if by
magic. But destroy our farms and the grass will grow in the streets of every city in
the country...

If they dare to come out in the open field and defend the gold standard as a good
thing, we shall fight them to the uttermost, having behind us the producing masses
of the nation and the world. Having behind vs the commercial interests and the
laboring interests and all the toiling masses, we shall answer their demands for a
gold standard by saying to them, you shall not press down upon the brow of labor
this crown of thorns. You shall not crucify mankind upon a cross of gold.” ¥
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