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tinued attention that it enervates, and of leaving no respite to the laborer, through
the continuity of its movement. This second compizint may be applicable in a much
larger number of cases, particularly in the spinning industries and in weaving, where
the workman manages more than four looms. They reproach the machine with de-
grading man by transforming him into a machine, which knows how to make but
one movemer, and that always the same. They reproach it with diminishing the
number of skilled laborers, permitting in many cases the substitution of unskilled
workers and lowering the average level of wages. They reproach it with depriving,
momentarily at least, every time that an invention modifies the work of the factory,
a certain number of workmen of their means of subsistence, thus rendering the con-
dition of all uncertain. They reproach it, finally, with reducing absolutely and per-
manently the number of persons employed for wages, and thus being indirectly
injurious to all wage-earners who make among themselves 2 more disastrous com-
petition, the more the opportunities for labor are restricted.

In one of the reports of the census of 1880, Mr. [Carroll D.] Wright examined
other accusations which have been brought generally against manufacturing: (1) ne-
cessitating the employment of an excessive number of women and children, it tends
o destroy the family ties; (2) it is injurious to health; (3) it tends toward intemper-
ance, prodigality, and pauperism; (4) it encourages prostitution and criminality. It
was not difficult to prove that these accusations rest upon errors Or exaggerations.

To these grievances vm:mnm_ economy replies by the general results of statistics,
which show that the total number of laborers, far from having diminished, has
steadily increased from one census to another in the United States; that, on the other
hand, the total wages paid to laborers shows an increase of average wages, that the
diminution in the price of goods is advantageous to consumers among whom are to
be reckoned the wage-earners. These three facts are indisputable.

However, the American laborer is not reassured by such a reply, because he
rarely consumes the goods he manufactures, because the average wages of the
country is not necessarily the measure of his wages; because when dismissed in
consequence of an improvement of machinery, he runs great risk of finding no em-
ployment in the same industry, while in another he finds it generally only after long
delays; in the meantime, he has a family to support. Although the American is more
mobile than the European, the transition is not easy either for one or the other. And
on both sides of the Atlantic, there is individual misery and professional crises
which touch painfully, very cruelly sometimes, the laboring classes. That fact is not
to be disputed.

The chief of the Labor Bureau of New York has made a suggestive comparison: the
United States and Great Britain, he says, are the countries which own and use the
most machines. Compare the general condition of laborers in those countries with
that of any country whatever in the world, where machines are unknown, except in
the most primitive forms. Where is the superiority? It is almost a paradox, and yet I
is a truth that machines bring about a much larger employment and improvement,
not only because they increase production, but because they multiply the chances
of employment, and incidentally the consumption of products. In fact, the census
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habitants has increased in the same period that the machine has taken most com-
plete possession of manufactures. From 1860 to 1890, while the population of the
United States doubled, the number of persons employed in industry increased
nearly threefold (increase of 172 per cent), and at the same time the mechanical

.’ power, measured by horse-power, increased fourfold. Inventions have created new

industries, such as photography, electricity, telegraphy, electrotyping, railroading,
manufacture of bicycles, etc., and have thus given to labor much more employment
than they have withdrawn from it. Thus, even in old industries, transformed by ma-
chinery, the progress of consumption has generally maintained a demand for hands.

There is no social evolution which does not produce friction. That which urges in-
dustry toward machinery and large factories appears to me to-day irresistible, be-
cause it leads to cheapness, which the consumer seeks first of all, and which is one
of the objects of economic civilization. It is Utopia to believe that the world could
come back by some modification of the social order, or of mechanical motive pow-
ers to the system of the lirtle family workshop. Such a workshop is far from being an
ideal, as the sweating system proves.




