“How Can I Call This My Home?”

A Chinese Immigrant’s Story
Lee Chew

about 16 years of age, when a man of

our tribe came back from America and
took ground as large as four city blocks
and made a paradise of it. . ..

The man had gone away from our vil-
lage a poor boy. Now he returned with
unlimited wealth, which he had obtained in
the country of the American wizards. After
many amazing adventures he had become
a merchant in a clty called Mott Street

, [New York's Chinatown], so it was said. . . .

r The wealth of this man filled my mind
with the idea that I, too, would like to go to
the country of the wizards and gain some of
their wealth, and after a long time my
father consented, and gave me his blessing,
and my mother took leave of me with tears,
while my grandfather lald his hand upon
my head and told me to remember and live
up to the admonitions of the sages, to avoid
gambling, bad women, and men of evil
minds, and so to govern my conduct that
when I died my ancestors might rejoice to

\ welcome me as a guest on high.

™ WhenlI first opened a laundry it was
in company with a partner, who had been
in the business for some years. We went to
a town about 500 miles inland, where a
railroad was building. We got a board
shanty and worked for the men employed
by the railroads. . . . We had to put up with
many insults and frauds, as men would
come in and claim parcels that did not
belong to them, saying they had lost their
tickets, and would fight if they did not get
what they asked for. Sometimes we were
taken before magistrates and fined for los-
ing shirts that we had never seen. On the
other hand, we were making money. . . .
‘When the railroad construction gang moved
on, we went with them. The men were
rough and prejudiced against us, but not
more so than in the big eastern cities. . . .

Iworked on my father's farm till T was
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Ma‘ny immigrants _faced persecution as well gs opportunity in America |
Cfllm.ese .immigrants became even greater targets because of racial dis'-
cnm}natton. Indeed, they were the first nationality restricted by U.S. immi-
gration law. The Chinese Exclusion Act. of 1882 totally prohibited the l

tmmigration of Chinese laborers, Lee Chew. a Suc .
, ‘ , cessful Ch -
Nessman in New York, told his story around 1900. Ju nese bust

We were three years with the railroad,
and then went to:the mines, where we.
made plenty of money in gold dust, but

- had a hard time, for many of the miners

were wild men who carried revolvers and
after drinking would come in to our place

' to shoot and steal shirts, for which we had

to pay. One of these men hit his head hard
against a flat iron and all the miners came
and broke up our laundry, chasing us out
‘of town. They were going to hang us. We

lost all our property and $365 in money,
which members of the mob must have
i found.

i There is no reason for the prejudice
against the Chinese. The cheap labor cry
was always a falsehood. Their labor was
never cheap and is not cheap now. It has
always commanded the highest market
price. But the trouble is that the Chinese
are such excellent and faithful workers

- that bosses will have no others when they
t can get them. If you look at men working

on the street, you will find an overseer for
every four or five of them. That watching is
not necessary for Chinese. They work as

+ well when left to themselves as they do

when someone is looking at theim.
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It was the jealousy of laboring men of
other nationalities—especially the Irish—
that raised all the outcry against the Chi-
nese. No one would hire an Irishman,
German, Englishnan, or Ifalian when he
could get a Chinese, because our country-
men are so much more honest, industri-
ous, steady, sober, and painstaking.
Chinese were persecuted not for their
vices, but for their virtues. There never
was any honesty in the pretended fear of
leprosy or in the cheap labor scare, and the
persecution continues still, because Ameri-
cans make a mere practice of loving jus-
tice. They are all for money making, and
they want to be on the strongest side
always. They treat you as a friend while
you are prosperous, but if you have a mis-
fortune they don’t know you. There is
nothing substantial in their friendship.

Irish fill the aimshouses and prisons
and orphan asylums,; Italians are among
the most dangerous of men; Jews are
unclean and ignorant. Yet they are all let
in, while Chinese, who are sober, or duly
law-abiding, clean, educated, and industri-
ous, are shut out.

There are few Chinamen in jails and
none in the poorhouses. There are no Chi-
nese tramps ot drunkards. Many Chinese
here have become sincere Christians, in

. spite of the persecution which they have to
endure from their heathen countrymen.

More than half the Chinese in this country -

would become citizens if allowed to do so
arid would be patriotic Americans. But
how can they make this country their
home as matters are now? They are not
allowed to bring wives here from China,

and if they marry American women there is

a great outcry. )

All congressmen acknowledge the -
injustice of the treatment of my people, yet
they continue it. They have no backbone.

Under the circumstances, how can |
call this my home, and how can anyone
blame me if I take my money and go back

; to my village in China?




