Writing an Essay to Compare

I. GUIDELINES

A. Searching & Selecting

1. Topic that is relevant

2. Review notes for ideas

B. Generating the Text

1. Assessing – how much do you know?

2. Collecting ideas and facts

3. Organizing

a. Block 

b. Point by Point Method (alternating)

C. Writing & Revising

1. First draft – include details according to your organizing

2. Revising – based on style of essay

D. Evaluating

1. Can readers understand?

2. Are main points supported by examples?

3. Does essay flow smoothly?

II.  TECHNICAL INFORMATION


A. Introductory Paragraph



1.  Background Sentence




a. Who, What, When, Where, How



2.  Definitions – define unclear or important terms



3.  Thesis – your main idea



4.  Categories – 3 areas you will focus on; support thesis


B.  Body Paragraph’s



1. First Paragraph – use the area you know the most about




a. use transition words – clearly, indeed, obviously, next




b. use factual information to back up your statements

c. explain how the facts support your thesis

2. Second Paragraph – use your weakest argument

a. same info. applies as in 1st body paragraph 

3. Third Paragraph – use your next strongest argument

a. same info. applies here too

b. concluding sentence or two to wrap up your essay

