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First group your like terms, then simplify.

( x   +   x)  +  [3  + (− 1)]

=  x   +  2



First group the like terms

( x  −  x)    +   [5 −(−3)]

= x    +    8





First perform the distributive property on the first parentheses
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Next perform the operation on the second parentheses.  Remember a 

negative sign outside the parentheses, changes the sign of terms inside 

the parentheses.
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x   +    7


